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‘GOOD WORKS’ and ‘DOING GOOD’ 
Discovering their sense and scope from contextual usage.  

Mainly investigating Paul and Peter’s epistles 
 

Eph. 2:10 For we are his workmanship [Gk. ποίημα/poíēma. See ‘do’, re ‘doing good’, below],  

created in Christ Jesus unto good works [Gk. ἔργοις ἀγαθοῖς/ergois agatho҃is],  

which God hath before prepared that we should walk in them. 
------------ 

 

‘Good works’ [καλῶν ἔργων/kalōn ergōn], 

‘good work’ [ἔργον ἀγαθὸν/ergon agathòn], and 

 ‘well doing’ = ‘doing good’ [ἀγαθοποιοῦσαι]: 
 

I mostly use KJV, but insert a few translational tweaks and include some comment: 
 

Titus 2:7  In all things shewing thyself a pattern of good works: in doctrine shewing incorruptness, gravity, sincerity,  

Titus 2:8  Sound speech, that cannot be condemned; [a purposive] that (ἵνα) he that is of the contrary part may be  

 ashamed, having no evil thing to say of you.  
 

These words, and what continues, detail how God servant-saints (are to) behave.  
His workmanship is shown and can be recognised in their ‘good works’. This is God's social work! 

 

Titus 2:9    Exhort servants to be obedient unto their own masters, and to please them well In all things; not answering  
 again; 

Titus 2:10  Not purloining, but shewing all good (ἀγαθήν) fidelity; that (ἵνα) they may adorn the doctrine of God our 

Saviour in all things.  [A work of God-manifestation: developing Christ-likeness; the image of the unseen 
God. Cf. Gen. 1:26-27; 1 Tim. 1:16; Col. 1:15; 3:10. See also Heb. 13:20-21.]  

 

Titus 2:11 For (γὰρ) the grace of God that bringeth salvation hath appeared to all men,  

Titus 2:12 Teaching us that (ἵνα), denying [= KJV’s ‘refused’ of Moses’ choice he acted upon; cf. Heb. 11:24]  
 ungodliness  and worldly desires [KJV lusts], we should live soberly, righteously, and godly, in this present  
 world; 
Titus 2:13 Looking for that blessed hope, and the glorious appearing of the great God and our Saviour Jesus Christ.             
 

Jesus' good work of obedience and sacrificial offering to God, must be followed by those whom he has 
redeemed, as Jesus said:  
 

Whosoever will come after me, let him deny [cognate of Moses’ word] himself, and take up his cross,  
and follow me.” (Mk. 8:34) 

  

Titus 2:14 Who gave himself for us, that (ἵνα) he might redeem us from all iniquity, and purify unto himself a peculiar  

                  people, zealous of good works.   
 

Titus 2:15 These things speak, and exhort, and rebuke with all authority. Let no man despise thee. 
  

Titus 3:1  Put them in mind/Remember [this is an imperative/ a command] to be subject to principalities and  
                  powers, to obey magistrates, to be ready to every good work, 
 

What is added to the list of ‘good work’? 
Titus 3:2 To speak evil of no man, to be no brawlers, but gentle, shewing all meekness unto all men.  
 
God's good work in us. Contrast: Behaviour before Gospel-transformation and after it: 
Titus 3:3  For we ourselves also were sometimes foolish, disobedient, deceived, serving divers lusts and  
                 pleasures, living in malice and envy, hateful, and hating one another.  
Titus 3:4  But after that the kindness and love of God our Saviour toward man appeared, 
Titus 3:5  Not by works of righteousness which we have done, but according to his mercy he saved us, by the  
                 washing of regeneration, and renewing of the holy spirit; 
Titus 3:6  Which he shed on us abundantly through Jesus Christ our Saviour;  

Titus 3:7  That (ἵνα) being justified by his grace, we should be made heirs according to the hope of eternal life.  
 

More on ‘good works’: καλῶν ἔργων   

Titus 3:8 This is a faithful saying, and these things I will that thou affirm constantly, that (ἵνα) they which have  

                 believed in God might be careful to maintain good works. These things are good [καλὰ] and profitable 

                unto men.   
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The context for 'men' is ekklesial. Look what follows, pin-pointed by Paul. 
 

Titus 3:9   But avoid foolish questions, and genealogies, and contentions, and strivings about the law; for they are  
                  unprofitable and vain. 
Titus 3:10 A man that is an heretic after the first and second admonition reject; 
Titus 3:11 Knowing that he that is such is subverted, and sinneth, being condemned of himself.  
 
Practical concerns and advice  
Titus 3:13 Bring Zenas the lawyer and Apollos on their journey diligently, that nothing be wanting unto them.  
Titus 3:14 And let ours also learn to maintain good works for necessary uses, that they be not unfruitful.  

=======    ========    ======== 
 

In Col. 1:10, Paul links what we do to a walk “that pleases God.” This has precedents in Enoch and Noah (Gen. 5:22, 
24; 6:9; Heb. 11:5, 7). Peter portrays the Colossians as having been receptive to “the hope which is laid up for you in 
heaven in the word of the truth of the gospel” (Col. 1:5), and talks about its effect in them.  
 
Their “faith in Christ Jesus” and “love to all the saints” (Col. 1:4) was accompanied by “bearing fruit and increasing” (Col. 
1:6 ESV), from “the day ye heard, and knew the grace of God in truth” (Col. 1:6 KJV). Thus, in v. 10, Paul can couple 

this with his prayers for them to continue to be: “fruitful in every good work [ἔργῳ ἀγαθῷ/ergō agathō], and increasing in 

the knowledge of God.”  
 
Ekklesial focused, again, manifesting love and good works 
Heb. 10:23  Let us hold fast the profession of our faith without wavering; (for he is faithful that promised;)                      
Heb. 10:24  And let us consider one another to provoke unto love and to good works:  
 
Extending beyond the ekklesia: 
These words of Jesus, in their context, speak of the loving attitude in “doing good”, or in lending (towards those not in 
Christ and classed as ‘enemies’), that is driven by wanting to manifest God as His children:  
  

Luke 6:35 But love ye your enemies, and do good [ἀγαθοποιεῖτε], and lend, hoping for nothing again; and your 

reward shall be great, and ye shall be the children of the Highest: for He is kind unto the unthankful and to the evil. 
 
 
In Peter’s first epistle: the virtues of Christ manifest by the believer witnessed and producing glory to God:  

1 Pet. 2:12  Having your conversation honest among the Gentiles: that (ἵνα), whereas they speak against you as  

              evildoers, they may by your good works, which they shall behold, glorify God in the day of visitation.                     
 
Peter on ‘well doing’ (to add to Paul's specification of good works, above): 
1 Pet. 2:13  Submit yourselves to every ordinance of man for the Lord's sake: whether it be to the king, as supreme; 
1 Pet. 2:14  Or unto governors, as unto them that are sent by him for the punishment of evildoers, and for the praise 

                    of them that do well [ἀγαθοποιῶν = do good. Very much a Peter’s first epistle word: 1 Pet. 2:14, 15, 20; 

                                                                                                                         3:6, 17; 4:19]. 
                                                                                                                                                                                        

1 Pet. 2:15  For so is the will of God, that with well doing [ἀγαθοποιοῦντας = good deeds] ye may put to silence the 

                   ignorance of foolish men:  
1 Pet. 2:16  As free, and not using your liberty for a cloke of maliciousness, but as the servants of God. 
1 Pet. 2:17  Honour all. Love the brotherhood. Fear God. Honour the king.  
1 Pet. 2:18  Servants, be subject to your masters with all fear; not only to the good and gentle, but also to the froward.  
1 Pet. 2:19  For this is thankworthy, if a man for conscience toward God endure grief, suffering wrongfully.  
1 Pet. 2:20  For what glory is it, if, when ye be buffeted for your faults, ye shall take it patiently? but if, when ye do 

 well/good [ἀγαθοποιοῦντες], and suffer for it, ye take it patiently, this is acceptable with God.  

1 Pet. 2:21  For even hereunto were ye called: because Christ also suffered for us, leaving us an example, that (ἵνα) 

 ye should follow his steps.... 
 
This chapter continues with more on what Christ was like and did for us: 
 

1 Pet. 2:22  Who did no sin, neither was guile found in his mouth:  
1 Pet. 2:23  Who, when he was reviled, reviled not again; when he suffered, he threatened not; but committed himself 

to him that judgeth righteously:  
1 Pet. 2:24 Who his own self bare our sins in his own body on the tree, that we, being dead to sins, should live unto  
 righteousness: by whose stripes ye were healed.  
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Peter, in chp. 3, then talks about the well doing or doing good of ekklesial wives, whose work or behaviour is like the 
virtuous woman of Prov 31:10ff, and Sarah is given as an example:  
 

 Even as Sara obeyed Abraham, calling him lord: whose daughters ye are, as long as ye do well/good  
                   [ἀγαθοποιοῦσαι], and are not afraid with any amazement [‘fear’ or ‘intimidation’]. 
 

See Peter's use of 'conversation' - in 1 Pet. 1:15, 18; 2:12; 3:1, 2, 16; and righteous Lot's reactions: “vexed with the filthy 
conversation of the wicked" in Sodom and Gomorrah in 2 Pet. 2:7.  
    
 

Conclusion:  
1.There is then, the need to give attendance to such texts as the foregoing from Paul and Peter, in order to learn what  
    it is to be diligent about and so secure God’s approval.  
2. In these contexts, the kind of “good works” or “doing good” typical of charitable missions seem conspicuously absent. 
3. With such familiar English expressions used today of ‘Christian outreach action’ in the local community, one might be  
    (mis)led to think that they are derived from or represent what is said of them in the Bible. 
4. Therefore, for some, exhortation to refocus may be apt or timely. 
5. It is only by God’s “perfecting” work, in those called to be saints, that makes “every good work” the “do[ing of] His  
    will.” (Heb. 13:20-21) 
6. God’s ‘social work’ is “doing good” or “good works” that manifest His terms and conditions. These are scripturally  
    revealed and carry with them God’s promised reward:  
 

To them who by patient continuance in good work [ἔργου ἀγαθοῦ/ergou agathou], seek for glory and 

honour and immortality, eternal life. (Rom. 2:7) 
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Heb. 13:20  Now the God of peace, that brought again from the dead our Lord Jesus, that great shepherd of 
 the sheep, through the blood of the everlasting covenant, 

Heb. 13:21 Make you perfect in every good work [ἔργῳ ἀγαθῷ] to do his will, working/doing [ποιῶν] in you 
that which is well-pleasing in his sight, through Jesus Christ; to whom be glory for ever and ever. 
Amen.  

 


